Short summary of the 31st PA2 Steering Group Meeting (20 November 2025, Budapest)

The 31st meeting of the Steering Group of Priority Area 2 (Sustainable Energy) of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region took place on 20 November 2025 in Budapest with in-person and online participation. The agenda was adopted unanimously, and the Czech PAC announced the upcoming handover to Ms Ludmila Mychajlivová.
PAC Reports
The HU–CZ coordinators presented joint activities, including cooperation with the new DSP Pillar Officer, project promotion and discussions on the Governance Architecture Paper. PA2 voted against major structural changes, favouring the current governance model. PA2 started cooperation with PA1b (Transport), potential cross-cutting topics were identified such as hydrogen, alternative fuels, and energy–transport. At the Annual Forum in Sarajevo, PA2 organised a session on regional energy security, featuring expert presentations and a panel debate.
Hungarian activities included participation in regional energy conferences, support to strategic projects, letters of recommendation, three completed studies (gas phase-out, hydrogen economy, gas modelling) and contributions to macro-regional events in Brussels and Sarajevo. The Czech PAC reported on building a new PAC team, plans for an energy-cybersecurity workshop and engagement in the SMEnergy project on one-stop shops for SME decarbonisation.
European Commission & DSP Updates
Mr Johan Magnusson (EC) emphasised PA2’s strong activity and the importance of aligning regional work with broader EU energy priorities. He highlighted varying regional challenges across Europe and noted that energy security, hydrogen and renewables will remain central themes in 2026.
DSP reported on upcoming monitoring and evaluation cycles (major report in 2027), a review of the embedding process, new communication tools (website, LinkedIn), flagship selection reforms, capacity-building workshops and developments in the Danube Youth Council. The upcoming Bulgarian Presidency will focus on regional connectivity, resilience and cohesion, with the motto “no region should be left behind.”
Cooperation with PA1b
PA1b presented plans for a joint PA1b–PA2 event in 2026, likely under the Bulgarian Presidency. An organisational committee will be set up to prepare the agenda, identify experts and define priority topics. SG members will be consulted through a short survey.
Project Presentations
Several energy community and innovation projects were showcased:
· EQUAL ENERGY (HÉTFA): addressing energy poverty in the AT–HU border region.
· Empower, Clean Air, Energize (Békéscsaba ESCO): focusing on energy communities, digital tools and air-quality solutions.
· NRGCom (STRIA): a Danube flagship supporting renewable energy communities with legal analyses, toolkits and mentoring.
Cybersecurity & Studies
Ms Langerová outlined systemic cybersecurity risks in renewables, linked to dependency on non-EU digital platforms. She called for EU-level standards and mandatory risk assessments.
KPMG presented findings on the region’s energy crisis response: structural gas demand reduction (~20%), rapid diversification away from Russian supply and extensive regulatory interventions. REKK introduced gas market modelling showing that long-term Russian gas phase-out would have negligible price impacts (< €1/MWh), while sudden supply interruption would create regional price spikes and bottlenecks.
SG roundtable
Countries provided short updates:
· Moldova: Russian gas largely eliminated; focus on electrification.
· Germany (Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg): progress on hydrogen, heat planning, and climate neutrality goals.
· Romania: major new capacity investments and offshore gas (Neptun Deep).
· Slovakia: high import dependency but stronger interconnections.
· Czech Republic: no direct Russian gas since early 2024; LNG bookings secure supply.
· Hungary: consumption fell but Russian import volumes remain high; new CCGTs may raise demand.
Closing
Mr Vondra said farewell as this was his final SG meeting. Ms Nádor thanked participants and closed the session.
